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Community Connectionsisabridge between
schoolsand communitiesin Central Vermont.
Funded by afederal 21% Century Community
Learning Center grant, Community Connectionshas
provided high quality out-of-school timeprograms
for youth and adultsat learning centersin Berlin,
Calais, East Montpelier, Middlesex, Worcester, and
Montpdlier for the
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community volunteersand met regularly onceeach
week. Community Connections Youth Outreach
Coordinator workswith out-of-school youth, and
thosewho are at risk of dropping out of school, to
explorealternative education optionsand
employment opportunities, and guidetheminmaking
hedthy lifechoices.
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abaanceof Community Connections programs thirty days or Connections out-of-
educationdl, more last year increased language arts grades by school timeprograms
enrichment, and life- at least a half of a grade. improvetheir school
kill building performance.

programming. Last year, 908 e ementary school
children, 755 middle and high school youth, and 438
adults participated in 514 different Community
Connectionsactivities, ranging from reading and
homework help to theater, computers, cooking,
snowboarding, canoeing, rock climbing, Spanish,
guitar, Legoleague, knitting, painting, summer camp
and more. Last summer Community Connections
ran four to six-week long summer programsat each
of thedidtrict eementary
schools, providing animportant

Teachersreporting on studentswho participatedin
Community Connectionsprogramsfor thirty daysor
moreidentifiedimprovementsin completion of
homework, classparticipation, and classroom
behavior —all components of academic success.
Forty percent of studentswho attended
Community Connectionsprogramsthirty daysor
morelast year increased language artsgradesby at
least ahalf of agrade. Thirty two percent of
studentswho attended
Community Connections

servicefor working families.
It sthegoa of Community
Connectionsto ensurethat
programsareaccessibletoall
families

In addition to out-of -
school timeprogramming,
Community Connections
spearheadskey youth-
mentoringinitiatives.
Community Connections
collaborateswiththe Central
Vermont New Directions
CodlitiontoruntheGirlsFirst/
Boyz First! Mentoring
Program. Last year 31 youth,
between the ages of tenand

TeamworKk.

programsthirty daysor more
last year increased their math
gradesby at least ahalf of a
grade. Other positive
outcomesfrom participationin
Community Connections
programs: studentscameto
schoolsmore prepared to
learn, weremore attentivein
class, and demonstrated
academic performancethat was
satisfactory or better.
Community Connectionsis
shapingitsprogramming to
further promote academic
success, particularly important
giventheexpectationsoutlined

fourteen, werematched with

intheNo Child Left Behind Act.




Site Highlights
Berlin Community Connections

Five days per week during the school year
and during school vacations, an average of 30
familiesparticipatein avariety of educationa
programsincluding: homework and math clubs,
community connectorsvolunteer club, winter
adventures, Spanish and French Conversation,
Sign Language, artsand crafts, reading club,
web design, journalism club, soccer, and
science. Community education program
offeringsinclude computer coursesinWord,

PowerPoint, and Excel, and one-timefamily
events. Over 100 community members

Montpelier High School junior Jamie Goodell
helps a Calais Elementary student in homework club.

attended family gamenight last November.
Morethan 151 of Berlin Elementary’s244
students participated in after school and
summer programming last year.

Calais Community Connections

Three daysaweek, between 12 and 16
studentsattend homework club and tutoring
wherethey receive academic support.
Academic, enrichment and recreationa
activitieshappen after school throughout theyear.
Someof themost popular activitiesare Lego
robotics, bead making, knitting, and Thai dance.
Morethan 72 adults participated in evening and
weekend programs, such asmovienight, evening
gargazing, and afamily deighride. Community

Connectionsisbeginning aseriesof freecommunity

forums open to community memberswho want to
discussimportant topicsaffecting our families, such
as substance abuse and the effects of mediaon
children. Morethan 81% of al CaaisElementary
School students participated in after school and
summer programming last year.

Doty Community Connections

Last year 40 of Doty Elementary’s 76 students
participated in Community Connectionsprograms
including 25 who participated for 30 daysor more.
Programsrangefromwoodcarving, mosaics, digital
video and cookie making to archery, tae kwondo,
guitar and Pagemasters, areading based program.

Community education programsareequaly popular,

work toward our goal of truly becoming a full
service community school working to meet the
needs of our many students.” - Montpelier High

“The programs and people supported by
Community Connections have allowed us to

School Principal Peter Evans

with morethan 37 adults participating in evening and
weekend programs, such asknitting, yogaand
computer lab. Thisyear there hasbeen moreof a
focus on one-time programsand once amonth
family get-togethers. Morethan 75% of al Doty
students partici pated in after-school and summer
programming during the past two years.

East Montpelier Community Connections

The East Montpelier Community Connections
program continuesto flourish. After school each day,
between 12 and 15 students attend homework club
and receive academic support. Other students
attend avariety of enrichment programsincluding
club explore, cooking, theater games, model
construction, capital city capersand muchmore. In
addition, morethan 94 adults participated in
activitiesthat included wreath making workshops
and “Parents Day Off” camp. Morethan 74% of
al East Montpdier Elementary School sudentshave
participated in after school and summer
programming last year.




Main Street Middle School Community
Connections

Last year 235 (75% of MSM S students) middle
school students participated in after-school activities
at Main Street Middle School ranging from book
club, art, whistlemaking, computer |ab, jewelry
making, girls club, and hip hoptojammin’ with
Judd, unified sports, Lego leagueand skiing/
snowboarding. MSM S Community Connections
partnered with U-32to
providesummer activitiesfor
middle school youth.

Montpelier High School
Community Connections

At Montpdlier High
School 285 studentsand 146
adultsparticipated in after-
school and evening
Community Connections
classes. Inaddition, sixteen
studentsreceived academic

Cooking after school.

community members. Studentsarecurrently
teaching cooking and Spanish and helping with
homework club at Berlin, Calaisand Union
Elementary schools. The program hasexpanded the
meaning of school to extend beyond the classroom
and school day and hasbrought community
memberswho do not have childreninto thebuilding.

Morethan 58% of al Montpelier students
participated in after-school
and summer programming
last year.

Rumney Community
Connections

Thisfdl Rumney
Community Connections
served 70 students. These 70
studentsparticipatedin
morning program (before-
school), after school clubs
and classes, fieldtrips, and

credit by attending 5-week,
hands-on summer field schoolsin archeology, and
waterways.

MHS Community Connectionsprograms
including outing club, diversity club, Solon dance
club, philosophy club, weight training, fencing, build
and designteam and community serviceclub are
developed and led by students, faculty and

Senior citizens take part in the empty bowl
project at Union Elementary.

in-serviceday camps. These
programsinclude enrichment, academic, andlife
skill-building activities. M orethan 85% of Rumney
students participated in after school and summer
programming last year. Rumney Community
Connectionsa so produceslocal and Vermont
performing artistsat “ TheListening Room.” Music
performances, theater workshops, family and
children programming arefeatured with thegoal of
Creating greater opportunitiesfor community events
andthe performing artsin Middlesex.

Union Elementary Community Connections

Community Connectionsat Union Elementary
School servesabout 45 children aday with
academically oriented after-school programs
including Homework club, Spanish, computer |ab,
and gorytelling. Through astrong partnership with
Montpelier Recreation Department, 114 children
attended summer camp last year. Community
education programsareequally popular, with
opportunitiesfor parentsand children to participate
weekly in activitieslikefiber arts, ceramics, and
other art workshops.

Bringing School and Community Together




U-32 Community Connections

U-32 Community Connectionshasestablished a
foundation of programsaswell asan ever changing
array of activitiesfor youngand old. Programs
rangefrom poetry, homework club, teen center,
furnituremaking, cooking, and ski/snowboarding at
Bolton Valley. Over 100 studentsutilized theteen
center during thefall trimester, 20-30 students
participated in hockey and the Bolton program has
grown to 49 studentsin 2003-04. U-32 a so offers
classesinwoodcarving, chess, banjo, bluesguitar
and harmoni cataught by talented U-32 staff. U-32
Community Connectionshosted asuccessful Self
Defense coursefor over 13womenthisfall.

Summer Field School

Something funny happened to agroup of U-32
and Montpelier high school studentsontheir way to
vacation thispast summer. They got up early and
went to school! These students attended the
Waterways Summer Field School at U-32, and
the Archeology Summer Field School at
Montpelier High School —five-week long credit-
bearing hands-on classes open to 9" through 12"
grade studentsfrom both high schools.

Studentsattended for avariety of reasons.
Somewerelooking for something to dofor the
summer, somewishedto lighten up their classload
during theregular school year, and somewerein
need of academic reinforcement.

Waterways studentsmucked around in
wetlands, waded in streams, splashed inwaterfalls,
canoed down the Winooski River, svaminthe
middleof Lake Champlain, cruised ontheUniversity

Sudents on a dig site learning archeology techniques first-hand
at Community Connections' Archeology Field Schoal, last summer.

Community Connections fosters
collaboration between the schools and
communities of WCSU and Montpelier to
work in partnership with organizations and

community members to:

¢ Provide expanded learning enrichment
opportunities
¢ Increase healthy behaviors

¢ Expand the schools’ role as a community
resource

of Vermont’sresearch vessel-Melosira, and
followed whaesinthe &t. Lawrence seaway. They
collected dragonflies, butterfliesand leaf hoppers,
caught frogs, sdlamandersand leeches. They learned
totest thelevelsof nitrogen, phosphorous, turbidity,
andthepH, and what thosetesssmeant and theimpacts
on humans. They walked ontheledgesand rock of
an ancient timelong before humans, and examined a
whale skeletonfound inthe Champlain shoreline
soils. They wrote pages of observations, painted
what they saw, and put together fantastic projects.
Archeology studentsscrambled aroundinthe
woodslooking at stonewallsand sifting through dirt
and rocks. They took pictures, madedrawingsand
developed ideas about what they wereseeing. Then
they went to the state archivesto research for more
cluesand possibly answersinwritten deedsand
letters. Explorationsfocused primarily onagtein
theMontpelier area, but studentsal so had the
chancetovisit and gft at an activearcheological site
at Mount Independenceon Lake Champlain. The
groundisrichwith artifactsand history of the
Revolutionary War in Vermont, and the studentshad
theopportunity towork aongside
professonasinthefield.

Other Summer Schools

Community Connectionspartners
with Literacy Lab School and WCSU
summer schoolsto provideafull day of
activities, making it easer for studentsto
participatein critical academic summer
support.

Contact us at:
Community Connections

223-3456, 223-1957 (fax)
WwWw.communityconnections.us




