Summer Field School — Waterways
By Kimberly Hagen

Something funny happenedtoa

talents. Community Connectionstook

small group of U-32 and Montpelier
High School studentsontheir way to
vacation thispast summer. They got
up early and went to school! What
werethey thinking?What could have
ingpiredthem?

These students attended the
Waterways Summer Field School
at U-32, andthingswerealittle
different than what they had experi-
enced beforein school. Inthisclass,
students mucked around in wetlands,
waded in streams, splashed in water-
falls, canoed down the Winooski
River, (and dumped afew times),
swaminthemiddleof Lake
Champlain, cruised ontheUniversity
of Vermont’ sresearch vessel

thisgoal another step by creatinga
full-fledged five-week summer class
open to 9" through 12" grade stu-
dentsfrom both high schools. Stu-
dentswho completed thisfreeclass
earned afull sciencecredit. (An
Archeology classwasheld smulta:
| neoudy a Montpdier High School,
§ asoopentostudentsfromeither
8 school.)
| Studentsattended the classfor a
variety of reasons. Some students
werelooking for somethingtodofor
thesummer, somewishedtolighten up
their classload during theregular
school year, and somewerein need of
academic reinforcement. Becausethe
classwassmal, studentsreceived a

Melosira, and followed whalesinthe
. Lawrence Seaway. They collected
dragonflies, butterfliesand | eaf

Summer Field school students build
a modd in the U-32 science lab.

great dedl of individuaized atention.
Using water asafocusfor sum-
mer school classisanatural, and the

hoppers, caught frogs, salamanders

and leeches. They learned totest thelevelsof nitrogen,
phosphorous, turbidity, and pH, and what those tests
meant and theimpacts on humans. They walked onthe
ledgesand rock of an ancient time, and examined awhale
skeleton found inthe Champlain shoreline. They wrote
pages of observations, painted what they saw, and put
together fantastic projects. At the end they were awarded
asciencecredit.

Somewhere between thefirst weeks' uncertainty of
what they were getting into, and the undeniabl e certainty of
theend during thelong deepy drive homefrom Canada,
cametheredlization that they had redlly truly enjoyed
themselves, and they had learned morethan they ex-
pected. Perhaps even moreimportantly, they had taken it
upon themsalvesto find out the thingsthey wanted to know.

“I really liked that we got to go out and do everything
ourselves,” explained Sarah Campbell recently. “I learned
alot morethan | expected, and | would certainly doitagain.”

Funded by Community Connections, the Summer
Field School wasan exploratory venturewith severa
goas. TheFederal grant whichisto beused for keeping
studentsoff the streetsand occupied with enriching and
positive experienceswhen school isnot insession, also
requiresthat the community usesitslocal resourcesand

Winooski Watershed provided the
perfect local venue. Studentsbegan their explorationsat
the source of theWinooski River inthewetlands of Cabat,
Vermont. From therethey continued following theflow of
brooksand streamsdown to the Winooski itself, onto
L ake Champlain, and ultimately the St. Lawrence Seaway
and theAtlantic Ocean. In many waysit waslikethe ol d-
fashioned way of learning, i.e. the students|earned about
water, by beingoutinitand onit, by observing, and
ligtening toit. For some, it complements other methods of
learning, for others, itisthebest way tolearn. O

' omunity
students prepare to explore the Winooski River.




