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Mid Term Report

January 2003 marked the midpoint of the 3-year 21" Century Community Learning Centers grant
that funds Community Connections. This report looks at the first year and a half of programming.
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dance, study photogra- daysand school
phy, or learn about the vacations.
natural scienceof the Last summer over
surrounding schoolyard. 500 children attended
Skateboarding, as- Community Connec-
tronomy, snowboarding, | tionscampsinadl of the
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Bringing School and Community Together



In addition,thereisaYouth Outreach program,
working with out-of-school youth and thosewho are
at risk of dropping out of school. Theyouth are
recommended by school guidance counselors, admin-
istrators, law enforcement, and othersinthe schools
and community. The outreach worker spendstime
with each of them explor-

mask-making, Jon Gailmor, aVt. Expos Game, and
roller blading/biking in Stowe).

For many, Community Connections programs
have provided alife-changing experience. Asone East
Montpelier resident and mother of two elementary
school agechildrensays, “1 just had to writeto praise

the Community Connec-

ing dternativeeducation tionsprogram. My children
optionsand other healthy ] ] participated intheafter
lifechoices. Community Connections fosters school programswhich
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Mentoring Program—a and communities of WCSU and American Sign Language
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nity Connections, VWoman
Centered and Central
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Codlition—matches
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Montpelier to work in partnership
with organizations and community

¢ Provide expanded learning
enrichment opportunities for all

to cross-country skiing and
computer skill-building.
Thisenrichment opportu-
nity hasbeenanincredible
gifttoour children. The

community volunteers children and adults chessclub built self-esteem
withyouthtomakea ¢ Increase healthy behaviors inmy son; theyogaclass
positivechangeintheir ¢ Expand the schools' role as a built physical agilityinmy
lives community resource daughter. Wefeel so
Mentorsand youth privilegedto havethese
meet weekly over offeredto our chil-
the course of ayear dren. Weaso
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another while tionssummer camp
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activitiesthat are expectations! My
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going support and summer of thelr
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Thechildren, ages Community Connections students learn teamwork skills. | - Community Educa:
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from Worcester, 1 from Middlesex, 1 from East
Montpelier, 1 from Calais, 7 from Montpelier, and 5
from Barre (previoudy matched pairs). Mentor pairs
gathered together asalargegroup fivetimesfor a
meal and anevent or activity (MarkotheMagician,

well. Many adultshavejoined evening classesinyoga,
photography, foreignlanguage, dance, furniture-making
and knitting. Plansare underway for classesin pottery,
financia planning, cultura explorationsand politica
awareness.
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Community membersareinvitedto participatein
Community Connectionsby joining theloca Council,
volunteering at aprogram, chaperoning afieldtrip, or
taking aclass. Community Connectionsisbringing
school and community together.

L ook for our brochuresin The World, at schoals,
local businessesand town clerk’soffices, or visit our
websitefor moreinformation.

Community Connections is my
reward for being in school all
day. - Calais student

Calais students build a quinzhee at
Lotus Lake Nature Center duing February
break Community Connections Camp.

Community Connections Staff:
Ginny Burley, Director
Loona Brogan, Administrative Assistant
Deb Bloom, Youth Outreach Coordinator
Deb Bogart, Service Learning
Nicole Bourassa, Sustainability Coordinator
Wendy Farber, Mentor Coordinator
Kimberly Hagen, Math, Science, Technology
Laura Mahan, Literacy, Arts
Deb Wolf, Lead Contact

Dedication of the Peace Monument, at the
Kellogg-Hubbard Library. Over 250 Central
Vermont elementary to high school-aged youth
participated in designing and carving the peace
monument at Hubbard Park this summer.
Sponsored by Community Connections, this
student-driven project culminated in the
celebration, September 21.

"The broad range of activities that go way
beyond the learning opportunities of the
regular school day is what is so important.”

- School Principal

Coordinators:

Berlin Elementary
Patty Amones - 223-4088

Calais Elementary
Kim McKellar - 229-0553, ext. 317

Doty Memorial - Worcester
Kim Bolduc - 223-5656, ext. 134

East Montpelier Elementary
Guy Viens - 229-0553, ext. 318

Main Street Middle School
Jill McDermott - 225-8678

Montpelier High School
Karen Gerdel - 225-8070

Rumney Memorial - Middlesex
John Puleio - 223-5429, ext. 322

Union Elementary - Montpelier
Michiko Oishi - 225-8309

U-32 - Mel Cambel - 229-0321, ext. 5322

www.communityconnections.us
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Thegradesof Community Connectionsstudentsimproved dightly
over the cour se of the 2001-2002 school year.

Thetable below showsthe number of studentswhose gradeswent up
from the beginning to the end of the 2001-2002 school year. Thistable
includesall studentsfor whom we have grades and covers mathematics,
science, language arts, and social studies. Each school decided which
graded subject areaor combination of graded skillsbest represents each of
theseacademic aress.

Percent of Total number
Academic area students of_ students

whose grades | with grade

increased data
Mathematics 40 656
Science 33 591
Language Arts 47 766
Social Studies 24 490

AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM FACTS

Studies show that studentsinvolved in after-school
programs get better grades, attend school more and
haveimproved behavior. They expressgreater hopes
for thefutureand moreinterest in schooal. (“Extra
Benefits Tied to Extracurriculars,” Education Week,
October 2000)

Two-thirdsof Americanssay thatitis
difficulttofind [afterschool] programsintheir
communitiesand that not enough programs
areavailable. (Afterschool Alliance, Mott/
JCPenney Afterschool Pall, July 2001)

Childrenand youthwhoregularly attend
high-quality afterschool programshave better
gradesand conduct in school; more
academic and enrichment opportunities;
better peer relationsand emotiona
adjustment and lower incidencesof drug-
use, violenceand pregnancy. (U.S.
Department of Education. 21st Century
Community Learning Centers. Providing
Quadlity Afterschool Learning Opportunities
for America's Families, September 2000)

"I wish someone would drop a treasure chest.
It's so fabulous to see the energy in summer
and vacations, the connections with children
from other schools.” -School Principal

“Community Connections
has become a very valuable
part —an extension, because
it has reached kids who have
not been successful in
school. They are able to
establish positive friendships
and able to be successful in
the program. Alot of activities
in school are based in
reading or writing or using a
computer. Community
Connections has a broader
range and lets kids shine in
ways that they can’t during
school. It has developed in
some kids a positive attitude
where they didn’t have it
before.” - School Principal

Calais community members at a recent Media Literacy
presentation sponsored by Community Connections.

Community Connections: 15 State Street, 3rd Floor,

tel: 802-223-3456; fax: 223-1957
www.communityconnections.us

Montpelier, VT 05602
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